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The White House, Washington. 

I am pleased to know that despite the unusual burdens imposed upon 
our people by the war they have maintained their schools and other 
agencies of education so nearly at their normal efficiency. That this 
should be continued throughout the war and that, in so far as the draft 
law will permit, there should be no falling off in attendance in elementary 
schools, high schools or colleges is a matter of the very greatest im- 
portance, affecting both our strength in war and our national welfare and 
efficiency when the war is over. So long as the war continues there will 
be constant need of very large numbers of men and women of the highest 
and most thorough training for war service in many lines. After the war 
there will be urgent need not only for trained leadership in all lines of 
industrial, commercial, social and civic life, but for a very high average 
of intelligence and preparation on the part of all the people. I would 
therefore urge that the people continue, to give generous support to their 
schools of all grades and that the schools adjust themselves as wisely as 
possible to the new conditions to the end that no boy or girl shall have less 
opportunity for education because of the war and that the Nation may be 
strengthened as it can only be through the right education of all its people. 

Woodrow Wilson. 



